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Pancreatic cancer research is moving faster than ever before, and there 
has never been a more hopeful time for patients. Our Lustgarten-funded 
researchers are at the forefront of the most promising breakthroughs that  
are directly impacting patients and enabling some patients to live longer. 

To accomplish these breakthroughs and ensure more discoveries will follow, 
we have opened dedicated pancreatic cancer research laboratories at Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Johns Hopkins and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, representing an investment to date of 
more than $25 million. United in the shared goal of improving patient outcomes, 
these laboratories are increasing collaboration between world-renowned 
pancreatic cancer researchers and are exploring new, promising avenues for 
understanding and treating this disease. Together, these facilities position the 
Foundation as the only non-profit in the world to have four labs devoted to 
pancreatic cancer research, which means more resources, time and talent are 
being put toward this disease, where they are urgently needed. 

Through these labs, we are ushering in a new era of research progress, and we 
invite you to share this journey with us. We couldn’t accomplish all that we do 
without your continued and steadfast support.

Sincerely,

Kerri Kaplan
President & CEO

dear friends,

The Lustgarten Foundation is the 
only non-profit in the world to have 
four labs devoted to pancreatic 
cancer research.



report
Leading the Way Through Research
As the largest private funder of pancreatic cancer research in the world,  

the Lustgarten Foundation is leading the way in life-changing breakthroughs 

for thousands of patients and their loved ones. In fact, the Foundation 

has directed $186 million to research to date, amounting to nearly two-

thirds of the world’s private funding for pancreatic cancer research from 

organizations solely focused on this disease. We are making progress every 

day toward advancing early detection methods, discovering new treatments, 

and most importantly, creating a larger community of survivors. 

Major accomplishments in understanding and treating pancreatic cancer 

have been possible because of Lustgarten support, including sequencing the 

pancreatic cancer genome; identifying impediments to drug delivery; funding 

research surrounding Abraxane, which remains the standard of care for 

many patients; adding Keytruda®, the first FDA-approved immunotherapy 

for advanced pancreatic cancer patients with a specific mutation, to the 

growing number of treatment options; and most recently, establishing our 

dedicated laboratories, which are highlighted within this impact report. And, 

thanks to separate funding to support administrative expenses, 100% of 

every donation we receive goes directly to pancreatic cancer research.  
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Dr. David Tuveson leads the Lustgarten Laboratory at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, 

designing new models of the disease and discovering novel therapeutic and diagnostic 

platforms to bring new options to patients more rapidly. Dr. Tuveson was the first scientist 

to develop a pancreatic cancer organoid—a three-dimensional cell culture system which 

reproduces a patient’s tumor in a dish to test it repeatedly with different drugs—and has 

started to demonstrate that organoids can accurately predict how a patient will respond 

to various therapies, offering the hope of personalized cancer treatments.

objectives:

•  �Establish precision Clinical Laboratory Evaluation Program (CLEP)-certified testing of organoids 
to support clinical trials.

•  �Understand and inhibit therapeutic resistance to organoids.

•  �Conduct clinical trials to assess if treatment stratification will improve survival. 

Focusing on Personalized Medicine

cold spring 
harbor  
laboratory

There has never been a more exciting 
time in pancreatic cancer research.  
We are now taking our science into the 
clinic and impacting patient outcomes  
in real time. I want patients to know that 
we are making progress.”

David Tuveson, M.D., Ph.D. 
Chief Scientist, Lustgarten Foundation
Director, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Cancer Center 
Roy J. Zuckerberg Professor of Cancer Research
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Advancing Translational Research

dana-farber 
cancer  
institute

Under the leadership of Dr. Brian Wolpin, the Lustgarten Laboratory at Dana-Farber is 

a critical hub for advancing research from the laboratory to the clinic, a process known 

as translational research; initiating scientifically driven clinical trials; and identifying 

new approaches to early detection.

objectives:	
•  �Study the genetic composition and the driver pathways of pancreatic tumors, which will lead to 

personalized treatment options. 
•  �Expand clinical trials for patients using organoids to identify the best course of treatment.
•  �Identify new blood-based and imaging markers for asymptomatic patients and new models for 

risk prediction to facilitate earlier detection.

The work being done with the Foundation’s 
support is the main driver of progress in 
the field. It’s quite amazing that a single 
foundation can play such a transformative 
role. Our patients are and will be the 
beneficiaries of such vision and leadership.”

Brian Wolpin, M.D., MPH
Director of the Hale Family Center for 
Pancreatic Cancer Research 
Director of the Gastrointestinal Cancer Center
Robert T. and Judith B. Hale Chair in 
Pancreatic Cancer
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Furthering Early Detection and Therapeutics

johns  
hopkins

Directed by Dr. Bert Vogelstein, the Lustgarten Laboratory at Johns Hopkins is 

using its expertise in early detection to intercept pancreatic cancer at an earlier 

stage, when patients may be surgical candidates, and is developing new therapeutic 

approaches based on genetic alterations.

objectives:
•  �Increase the sensitivity (ability to correctly identify those with the disease) of CancerSEEK, a 

blood test to detect pancreatic cancer and other cancers early, and bring this blood test to the 
clinic. CancerSEEK has received FDA “Fast Track” status for pancreatic cancer, accelerating the 
approval process. 

•  �Advance the CompCyst test, designed to distinguish between pancreatic cysts that can become 
cancerous and those that will remain benign. 

•  �Monitor the effectiveness of immunotherapy in patients being treated for pancreatic cancer by 
examining specific T-cells.

Early detection is how we are going to 
change the statistics for pancreatic cancer 
patients and create more long-term 
survivors. We are hopeful that our research 
will mean that deaths from pancreatic 
cancer will be less common, thanks to the 
Lustgarten Foundation’s support.”

Bert Vogelstein, M.D.
Director of the Ludwig Center at The Johns 
Hopkins Medical School and Sidney Kimmel 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Clayton Professor of Oncology and Pathology
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator
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Merging Technology and Engineering

massachusetts 
institute of 
technology

The Lustgarten Laboratory at MIT is leveraging its unparalleled expertise in 

cancer biology and engineering to advance pancreatic cancer research. Led by 

Dr. Tyler Jacks, the laboratory is studying the genetic events contributing to 

cancer development and examining the immune responses to the disease using 

molecular profiling to identify tumor mutations.

objectives:
•  �Evaluate the immune system’s role in tumor development and disease progression  

to determine better therapies.
•  �Use cell profiling technologies to identify new targets for intervention.
•  �Produce organoids more quickly and use them to examine genes that may be responsible 

for tumor development.

The Lustgarten Foundation’s investment 
in our work allows us to recruit new 
investigators from across MIT who have 
never worked in pancreatic cancer before 
but whose tools and approaches will help  
us develop new treatment paradigms for 
early diagnosis and intervention.”

 “

Tyler Jacks, Ph.D.  
Director of MIT’s Koch Institute for  
Integrative Cancer Research
Professor of Biology
Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator
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Furthering Early Detection and Therapeutics



415 Crossways Park Drive    

Suite D    

Woodbury, NY 11797

866.789.1000

lustgarten.org

your donation  
is extending 
lives today.

Thanks to separate funding to support 

administrative expenses, 100% of your 

donation goes directly to pancreatic 

cancer research.

On behalf of the researchers in laboratories across the country, 

the clinicians on the front lines of treatment, and the patients 

and their loved ones courageously facing this life-threatening 

disease, we thank you for your support. For more information 

and to donate, visit lustgarten.org.

Join the conversation and follow us on social media!
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